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A LETTER 


MY LORD, 

Haviug on a former occasion conde¬ 
scended to solicit the honor of a correspon¬ 
dence with me with so much earnestness 
and thro’ the agency of such a variety 01 
“ honorable men,” 1 am emboldened to think 
that your Lordship cannot but be pleased m 
this spontaneous and unceremonious ad¬ 
vance on my part—yet, while 1 feel sure o. 
a welcome from your Lordship, your good . 
ness of heart will, nevertheless, induce you 
to make some allowance for the trepidation 
I must feet in addressing, for the first time, 
without a dictator, a monitor, or an amunu- 
ensis—a peer of the Realm—a tounuer ol 
colonies—and the commander in chief of the 
He \ieuron troop on the Red River! 

My ambition to make myself agreeable to 
your Lordship, would lead me to copy, as 
far as possible, that amenity of style winch 
renders all your writings, especially jour 
late pamphlets, so attractive. But, 1 am a 
man naturally rough, and as little like jour 
Loi dship as the rugged surface of my native 
country is like your Lordship’s Banatarian 
Kingdom in the West. i fear, therefore, 
that this my first essay, unadorned as it is 
by that peculiar talent for fiction and inven¬ 
tion, which gives such glowing tuiiness to 
the productions of your Lordship s pen, may 
offer few inducements to your Lordship to 
solicit a continuance of my correspondence. 

1 am the more anxious on this point, be¬ 
cause the matter which is the subject of this 
letter, came to my knowledge but a few 
days since, and because the occasion of that 
and this , allows no time to study pretty 
tropes, or polish periods, ’lhe matter I al¬ 
lude to is a certain pamphlet, entitled •• a 
P ostscript to tke statement respectingihs Pail oj 
Selkirk s settlement upon the lied liner, m .Yi.r./i 
America.’’ 

' The thing, your Lordship knows, if by 
chance it^ may have fallen under your in¬ 
spection, rs^n itself, not worthy your atten¬ 


tion—bu+ the time, the place, and manner of 
its appearance, being just before the session 
of the court at Sandwich, when and where, 
in is surmised, your Lordship may be some¬ 
thing interested, give it a temporary impor¬ 
tance, of which your Lordship may not be 
aware. 

j Far be it from me, my Lord, to insinuate 
even a doubt, that your Lordship might have 
■iad a hand m getting up this thiugjustat 
tins time and piace, or even to surmise tlrte 
, object it was mtended to effect. But you 
know, my Lord, that busy heads will dunk, 
and idle tongues will prate —and all the 
world have not been laid under the same cow- 
| 'Voting obligations, to think and speak well 
j of your LordshipVpurity of intention, which 
I your Lordship’s goodness once imposed on 
me. But what should your Lordstup care, 
at this time of d. ; y, for the thoughts of all the 
world? You, who have established your 
character lor administering equal and impar¬ 
tial justice to all?—You, my Lord, may 
safely wrap yourself up in the mantle of 
your own integrity, and content yourself 
with “ Horn soit qui uiai y pense,” to all the 
suggestions of your enemies. But iny auxi- 
eiy for your Lordship’s reputation, 'makes 
me forget that I have but a few hours to 
(bestow upou the “Postscript,” to recall 
which to your Lordship’s attention was the 
abject of my present writing. Tho’ a cen¬ 
sorious world may think, and say too, that 
that production bears the impression otyoar 
Lordship’s genius, yet 1 am bound to think 
that your amanuensis has for once taken it 
in his head to play his principal. 

As 1 have not time to make extracts, X 
must beg your Lordship will take the‘’Post¬ 
script,’' and turn it over page by page with 
, me, and •• mark,” as we we progress, how 
a plain tale shall put down ybur Lord- 
ship——’s amanuensis. 

At the bottom ot page 196, it is asserts 
that 1 was confined lor contempt in a room 



u£.ed as a prison by the North-West Compa-j 
ny, that had recently been occupied by John 
Bourke—and that therefore I had no reason 
to complain.—Your Lordship well knows 
that this “ room” was a dungeon, that han 
no windows, and no light, but what came’ 
through the chinks, lour Lordship also 
knows, that Bourke was a dirty blackguard, 
And will your Lordship say that a place 
where he mightrbe confined, was fitting for 
a gentleman, a partner of the North VVestj 
Company, and one whose correspondence 
your Lordship so urgently solicited ? 

The whole of the 2d paragraph on page 
197 anti all the next, as tar as the notice 
of the letter I addressed to Lord Selkirk, is 
a tissue of lies—every assertion, sentence 
and paragraph, is a lie direct, a lie circum-l 
stautia!, or a lie by implication. And if yourj 
Lordship require'more than my simple as 
severation in proof of it, and will take the 
trouble to turn to the 70th page of “ A Nar¬ 
rative,” 4*c. you will see it proved by my 
deposition under oath, taken at Notawasa- 
ga, immediately after l was released from 
your Lordshin’s kind restraint. And should 
your Lordship still be unbelieving, it shall 
be proved by the oaths of many men, with 
whose veracity your Lordship's is no more 
to be compared ” than 1 to Hercules.” 

On page 199, my Lord, you will find the 
commencement of that correspondence 
which you condescended to invite me to o- 
pen with your Lordship. Before 1 request 

your Lordship’s attention to the facts con¬ 
tained in this document which your Lord 
ship seems to prize so highly, it may be ne~ 
nessary to apprize you ot the circumstances 
which induced me to put my name to this 
important paper. 


You will excuse me, therefore, while I set 
forth a “ plain unvarnished taleeven 
should it ruffle the usual serenity of your 
Lordship’s brow. 

When Mr. M’Giilivray and the ether gen¬ 
tlemen, taken prisoners by your Lordship, 
were sent to Montreal, 1 entreated your 
Lordship thrice to send me with them. Y ou 
twice refused me, and the last time I pre¬ 
sented myself at your Lordship’s door, I 
was seized by the collar and thrust away by 
jour Lordship’s sergeant. Shortly after, in 
consequence of my answers to some of your 
Lordship’s queries, which were so unfortu¬ 
nate as not to meet your Lordship’s appro¬ 
bation, 1 was committed to the dungeon, 
where I found four others, and among them 
my negrft servant. Here 1 was visited al¬ 
ternately by Miles M’Donell, Dr. Allen, 
Capt. D’Orsonuen, Pritchard, Spencer, and 
M’Pherson. They unreinitlingty urged up¬ 
on me that your Lordship’s interest was too 
powerful to be resisted—that you would be 
supplied with troops by Earl Bathurst to ac¬ 
complish your designs; and they warmly 
recommended to me, as I valued my inter¬ 
est or my life, to place myself under jour 
Lordship s protection—that the North-west 
t ompany were entitely ruined—that it was 
madness for me to sacrifice myself for them, 
—arid that, as your Lordship had observed, 
‘•a park aj fire mould easily destroy Fort Wil¬ 
liam and us contents." On the third day f W'as 
brought again before your Lordship for ex¬ 
amination, when your Lordship instructed 
me that if 1 would disclose under oath, all 
the proceedings of the North-West Compa- 
nj r , and especially tiiose of Mr. M’Giilivray, 
against yourself, nothing crimiual should be' 
brought a gainst me. On being sworn, I 


You may recollect, my Lord, that about||toid jour Lordship plainly that I knew of 
e IStI, of August, 1816 ,1 was kindly con- proceeding ot Mr. M’Gillivray, or any 
tn her,mie a .ruest in the •• iiuoin” at! other partner ot the North-Y\ est Company 


the „ . . 1 „ 

strained to become a guest in the “ Loom 
Fort William where I was sumptuously 
attended by your Lordship’s gentlemen in 
Jivery and gentlemen in waiting. By them 
(no doubt for my health’s sake) I was sup-j 
plied very sparingly with the “ statt of ide 
-—but abundantly with that “ which makctl 
glad the heart of man.” But, my Loid.j 
even at this distance of time ami place, 1 
feel that this subject is unfit lot badinage.—| 


partner _ . 

against your Lordship, which would in the 
smallest degree eliminate them. I wias a- 
gain remanded to the dugeon, and again at¬ 
tended by your Lot ship’s “Familiars.” 

It was tlien that Miles M’Donell brought 
your Lordship’s pressing invitation , in your 
aim hand wiitii g. that I should-address a 
tettevto yourself, which should criminate the 
'Company, and especially Mr. M’Gillivruj. 



And when I spoke of him as a worthy, up¬ 
right man, M’Doneil said, your Lordship 
would 1 1 ear uothing said in favor of M’Gil- 
livray— “ that you would have him hung 

IF IT COST YOU YOUR FORTUNE !” Mill"' 

M’Doneil, also, alluding to the De Meuron 
Soldiery, whose bay onets then glimmered 
through the crannies of my dungeon, expa¬ 
tiated on the advantages your Lordship pos¬ 
sessed, in having them instead of Canadians, 
because they would rob and massacre on 
the slightest intimation. Capt D'Orson- 
nens also took much interest in telling a 
necdotes within my hearing, of the cruelty 
and ferocity of the De Meuron Regiment, 
while in Gei many—saying that they wan 
ted but their '• leashes slipped - ’ to massacre 
and plunder all within their reach. Miles 
M’Donell, in answer to my enquiries, told 
me thathe thought, in case of my compli¬ 
ance with your Lordship’s wishes, l should 
be set at liberty. 

It was under these circumstances—shut 
up in a dungeon—separated from my fami¬ 
ly—**' My friends and counsellors removed 
far from me’ - —surrounded by a banditti, 
hardened in iniquity, the quandam tenants 
of European goals—kept on short allowance 
—stimulated by your Lordship’s cordials— 
goaded by your Lordship’s imps—till, weak¬ 
ened in body, harrassed and depressed in 
spirit,I wasjdriven to a state of mental alien¬ 
ation. It was under these circumstances, 
my Lord, that 1 did consent to sign any pa¬ 
per your Loidship should please to send;— 
knowing that while thus held “in durance 
vile,” no act I might lend my name to could 
be legal.— It was under these circumstances 
that I signed the letter to which I am about 
to invite your Lordship’s attention. 1 he let¬ 
ter was written mostly by Miles M’Doneil, 
and the parts 1 copied were afterwards ei a- 
sed and interlined by him. 

You well know, my Lord, that the first 
use I made of my liberty was to draw and 
sign a protest,* before a notary, against all 
the acts to which 1 had consented, or wri¬ 
tings I had signed Vhile held in durance by 
your Lordship; and to make a deposition, 
(see page 70 of >• A Nairative,” <^c.) contra- 

* See the Protest at the end cf this Letter. 


dieting all the material statements in the 
letter addressed to your Lordship'and sign¬ 
ed with roy name This ts the deposition re- 
lerred to above—but lest it should not be 
at hand, if your lordship pleases, 1 will trav¬ 
el through the letter in the *• Postscript,” and 
tell you plainly what parts are true and what 
are false. And here, my lord, as yon could 
have no hand in writing this letter, no'r in¬ 
terest in its contents, I shall take the liber¬ 
ty of using very plain and simple laugtiuge, 

In the 3d paragraph of the letter, on the 
199th page of the “ Postscript,” it is stated 
that I heard Mr. M’Giilivray say, *• that the 
Colony ought to be disorganised on a more 
general scale’’—this is false. in the next 
paragraph it is stated, •• that Mr. M’Giili¬ 
vray ordered a considerable present of pro¬ 
visions and liquor to be given to the people 
from the Red JCver”—the words are true, 
and the lie is only by implication...’tis true 
the “ present” was given ; but it was an an¬ 
nual present, a “ Regal,” always expected 
by the Indians, and was peculiarly appro¬ 
priate at that time, when the United States 
were victorious on Lake Erie. 

In the next paragraph, it is stated, that a 
present of CO pounds or upwards, was sent 
to Mrs. M’Lcan, and that I objected to it. 
The present was seut—not by Mr. M’Don¬ 
eil, as stated, but by Mr. M’Leod, who was 
a relation of Mrs. M’Li an. J did object that 
presents should be sent to individuals at the 
company’s expense. But the present was 
paid for by Mr. M’Leod, and then my objec¬ 
tion was withdrawn. 

In the second paragraph, page 200, it is 
slated, that “ In April, 1814, I received a 
letter from llougail Cameron, dated Forks 
of Red River, in which he said he had or¬ 
ders to destroy the colony ” This is false. 

The seven or eight habillements, said (in 
the next paragraph^ to be given to the half- 
breeds from Red River by Duncan Cameron 
and Alexander M’Doneil, weie but Gro^and 
ithese given as wages for working the canoes. 

In the 1 st paragraph, on page 201, “De¬ 
fend, one of the Hudson’s Bay Company, is 
said to have been taken by the half-breeds 
[and confined, and not released till he had 
put his name to a paper binding himself 
never to come there again.’’ Defond had 
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•tabbed one of the half breeds: for this they 
seized him and made him promise, in order 
to escape punishment, never to come among 
them again. Did your lordship never in¬ 
carcerate an innocent man, ana, by threat¬ 
ening his life, compel him to sign any paper 
your lordship pleased P And dia your lord- 
ship ever read of “ motes” and “ beams r” 

The third paragraph on page 201, respec¬ 
ting Mr. 'Chain, is a lie direct. The next 
paragraph, p. 202, is true. The assertions 
In the second paragraph on page 202, as tar 
as relates to the statement of the contents 
of a letter from A. N. M 4 Leod. is false. 

As to the transactions mentioned in the 
next paragraph on the same page, Mr. M* 
Gillivray was entirely ignorant of them— 
neither did I hear him say the words there 
attt ibuted to him. but 1 did hear him say 
that he would not open the letters, and that 
te would have nothing to do with them. 

In the beginning of the first paragraph of 
page 203, it is stated, that when I was a- 
©out to set out from Fort William for the 
Red River, “Mr. M’Gtllivray told me to 
bring as many Indians along with me as 1 
could.” This, my lord, is false. Mr. M- 
Gillivray was much opposed to my going to 
the Red River at all. But I wished to see 
my son—and when I had determined to go, 
he said, “ for God's sake, then, let there be 
no bloodshed”—“Let them keep the packs, 
only endeavor to bring away the provisions.” 
After proceedingas related in the remainder 
of this paragraph, and arriving at the Red 
River, 1 was met by the half-breeds, with my j 
son at their head. They asked me if they{ : 
had done right—I told them they had done;! 
right in defending themselves. 1 here learnt 
that my brother-in law was killed at the af¬ 
fair of the 19th June, before the half-breeds 
had iiied a gun. 

The statement in the second paragraph of the 
same page, respecting a North-West Company 
Cleik’s opening a lettei—my hindering him, and 
enclosing it to Mr. M’Gilhvray—is false. 

It is true, that there was an order for goods 
and equipments for the half-hreeds, as stated in 
the first paragraph on p-. # 04 , but they were sent 
tothfetti l'n the same manner, and lor the same 
purpose as to all the Indians; i. e. totiade with, 
and for their serviees—and it is well known (hat 
goods were sent to them for the same purposes 


loag before a colony existed on the river.—In 
the next paragraph there is a repetition of an 
assertion respecting Mr. M’Gillivray and my- 
v If which I have already contradicted. 

The last paragraph, on page 204, js wholly 
;a!se—Mr. M’GiUivray knew nothing of the men 
there mentioned. The last ernire paragtaph, 
on p. 205, of this singular production of your 

Lordship-*s amanuensis, is wholly false in 

evcjy sentence. 

My Loid, we have done with the letter —Let 
|u^ uuw proceed with the ‘'Postscript.** 1 am 
sorry that in addressing your Lordship, I should 
soToften feei myself obliged to stain my paper 
with certain ungeiillemaniy monosyllables. But 
Wtre J to study new and genteel circumlocu¬ 
tions to enunciate the detection of such repeat¬ 
ed falsehoods, 1 fear 1 should swell this letter 
beyond your Loidship’s patience to peruse.— 
Vnd why, when your Lordship is once familiar 
with a thing, should you quarrel with it* name ? 

Permit me, therefore, my Lord, to pursue my 
! own bluut way. 

The remaining part of the ‘Postscript,* from 
page 205 to page 211, is false —It is false, that 
*' the above letter was considered as a continu¬ 
ation of my examination under oath,” as stated 
in page 105. 1 told Miles M’jDondl, after sign¬ 
ing the above paper, that I never would affirm 
m under oath.—He then said to me, that your 
lordship did not wish I should—“ that you only 
wished it for the purpose of destroying the char¬ 
acter of mi*. M’GiHivray. 

It is false “ that your lordship urged me to go 
to Montreal as a witness.’*—It is false “that I 
expressed a desire to go into the interior instead 
of going to Montreal,’* as stated in page 206. So 
far from that, your lordship knows that I ex¬ 
pressed repeatedly my desire to go immediately 
to Montreal and give an account of my services. 
And when both your lordship and the ’scape- 
gallows, Pritchard, advised me to go to the U- 
nited States to escape imprisonment, I constant¬ 
ly refused to go any where but to Montreal. 

It is false, that “wr* M’Kenzie expressed bis 
inclination to sell the whole of the Company’s 
property at Fort William,*’ as stated in page 
207. I constantly declared to Miles M’Donelt, 
and other * Familiars’of your lordship, that I 
was but a winteringpartner, and had no right to 
sell, and would not sell any thing belonging to 
the Company, This falsehood is again repeated 
in page 208, where it is said ‘ air. M’Kinzie pro¬ 
posed a sale of all the property,* fee. 

The whole matter related on page 210,is feise. 
The truth is this. On my way to /Montreal, I 
imel mi. M’Dnnell, who had been liberated on 
•bail, and was returning; he was accompanied by 



(?) 

nr. Smith the sheriff, a clerk, and the canoe- ence with yourself.—Yon wit! recollect tht 
men. There were no “i50 Iroquois inarms,” when I was about to leave Fort William foe 
—there were no “threats of taking Fort Wil- Montreal, 1 repeatedly entreated vour lordsbtji’s 
liara,” or ef “ bringing down bis lordship in leave to take my wile and children with me..—* 
irons,” nor was “Mr. M’Kenzie taken from his You constantly refused, assuring me that you 
canoe by them.’’ I requested Mr. M’Donell to would take care of her. Not trusting entirely 
take me back to Drummond’s Island, to make to your lordship's remembrance, I left for her a 
my deposition; be declined, and wished me to large supply of necessary family provisions, 
proceed and have the deposition taken at York not an article of which were ever delivered to 
But Mr. Smith refused to go further, unless I did her—Nor did your lordship ever furi^h any.— 
go back and have the deposition taken at Drum* She and her three children were put in a sol* 
mood's Island, as he supposed I knew all the dier’s house without the fort, w?th no other pro¬ 
facts, &e. >tr. M’Donell then consented to tection than her watch dog. Even that faith* 
take me back with him. ful guardian your lordship requested of her, to- 

I will detain your lordship's attention no ion- send to iac la Pluie. This she refused. She 
ger on the “ Postscript,” than to request you to was then told she must leave the bouse and live 
turn a moment to Pritchard’s deposition, page with the soldiers. This also she declined. A* 
219. This document seems intended as a kind hie of soldiers were then sent to turn her and 
of summary or abstract of all the falsehoods her children out of doors. Indignant at sue& 
scattered through the ‘ Letter,’ and other parts treatment, she armed herself with pistols, and 
of (be ‘postscript,’ and also to answer the pur- met them at her door——and even your favorite 
pose of bolstering them by the formality of a De Meurons, more cowardly or more humeae 
deposition* than your lordship, for once disobeyed their or- 

Does your lordship know this Pritchard? And ders. Such, my lord, was the protection yott* 
knowing him, would you, where his interest dif- afforded to a defenceless woman whom you prof¬ 
fered from your own, trust a shilling to the ve- fered to take under your care. Did your lord* 
rarity of bis deposition ? This deposition-ma- ship hope by this treatment to induce me to re* 
ker, my lord, is only worthy of notice, like turn within the sphere of your friendly custody! 
other vicious animals, for whom their keepers Or did you hope by these winning argument# 
are responsible. It may be well for your lord- to gain me, through her influence, over to your 
ship’s interest to know what this creature has lordships*# interest ?—Or *<►***♦ y 
been, in order to regulate your conduct With My lord, you al«o are a husband & a father; and 
him herafter. This same Pritchard, my lord, in some moment of calm >ejection, should you 
was once in the employ of the North-WestCom ever find such, the remembrance of these facts 
pany, and bad charge under them of Braden shall plant more thorns in your bosom than say 
House op the Red River, and had about 30 words I choose to utter. 

men under him There were in the fort 700 But I fear, my Lord, that I may distract j<mr 
bags of Pemican, 90 kegs of grease, and 10 or attention too much from more important aftairs. 
W bags of dried meat. Miles M'Donell sent The assizes are at hand—interests of high con- 
a sheriff and*4 men to take the provions : and cern are pressing on you. “ Each mom* fit ha# 
this traitor to bis employers passively allowed its sickle”—Each must be deliberately wield- 
them to cut down the pickets of the fort—gave ed—and none more than your Lo'dabip is sen- 
up the provisions of the Company, and, when rible that “ there is a tide in the affairs of tneiH 
the men would endeavor to secure their employ- which taken at the ebh, leads on to fortune.”-^* 
era’ property, locked up their muskets—saying The time and circumstances of the publication of 
at the same lime, “thank God,the North West the “Postcript” evinces that this sentiment ha# 
Company are now ruined here ; they can send not been disregarded. If the testimony of a wit* 
out none of their returns this season.” Per- ness, for example should be feared, what will 
haps your lordship’s Sancho-Panza Governor so effectually relieve that fear, a# to blast there* 
can better explain the commencement, cause putation of the witness by a publication, or a 
and progress of Pritchard's treachery, than my- “ Postscript” to a publication, suppressed until 
self. His HfV and manners your lordship must the moment when a refutation of its falsehood 
be acquainted with, and should you hereafter would come too late ? What would be mere in* 
suffer by his treachery, you can only blame genious than this, on the eve of an investigation 
yourself. into some of your Lordship’s “fantastic tricks ?* 

My lord, I have done with the “Postscript,” {Far should it be from me. my Lord, at such d 
with your (> Familiars,” and the deposition-ma-n crisis, to add to the various matters pressing on 
ker—and must now.beg one moment’s confer-11 your Lordship’s mind, did I not knew the 



and versatility of that mind to embrace & 
adapt itself to any thing and all i bongs, fiona the 
cares of empires To the inventory of a bill ef sale 
—'VRefner the subject of consideration be the 
affiir« of the nations id the old world, or the ad¬ 
justment of the fiscal concenfe of your kingdom! 
in the new—whether it bring you m contact with 
some wily Talleyrand, or tempt you to extort 
from a lonely and an unprotected woman tin* 
Secret counsel* of her lord-—whether seated 
with honored Peers in the house of Parliament, 
it call upon you la explore the occult sowces of 
a nation’s greatness, or in some smaller house, 
within the purlieus of Fort William, fo scent out 
a discarded letter of advice, or account current 
of old peltries:—Still, my Lord, l find you al¬ 
ways at home—always equal to the exigency — 
always capable of grasping the whole matter at 
your ease. 

But f have intruded longer than I intended on 
your Lordship’s time—and besides, I wish to 
keep some things in «lore, in case your Lord- 
ship should again constrain ine to address you. 
For, tho’ you, my Lord, dictator to an immense 
extent of wilderness, entrenched with titles, and 


backed by powerful support, may feel secure; 
yet you may do well to recollect, that " Pig¬ 
mies are pigmies still, tho* perched on alps’*— 
and that Achilles’ self was vulnerable in the 
heel. You may congratulate yourself, my Lord, 
m having, as you suppose, ruined the peace and 
Tputation of a man, whose only offence against 
your Lordship, was h?3 resistance to illegal and 
oppressive acts, and that you have effectually 
b'stroyed his power of doing harm. But in this 
your Lordship may cbancte to be mistaken. For, 
be assured, my Lord, however rapid may he 
/our march to fame and imraoit&lity, that, while 
/ou still pursue the course you have pursued, 
tnd he retains his present sense of injury, you 
shall not advance a single step without your 
(portrait by your side. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, 
and most humVe servant, 

D. M’KENZIE. 

To the Right Honorable, > 
the Earl of Selkirk. $ 


Explanation.— .Relative to the * Regale,’* spoken of in the 5th page, it is.proper to 
observe, that the giving ot such presents was no uncommon occurrence—on the con¬ 
trary, a regale is always expected by the men on arriving at Fort William from their 
wintering grounds, and on every other occasion which occurs for assembling and ad¬ 
dressing them as a body. Such presents also are given to Indians when they visit the 
Fort, and surely there was occasion to address the men, and to explain to them the im¬ 
portance of preserving the provisions in the interior country, when it was known that 
the victory of the United States on Lake Erie had cut off all supplies from Canada. 


PROTEST 

I, Daniel M’Kenzie, Esquire, a retired partner of the firm of the North-West Company, 
having b*en detained a ptKaner at Fort William by Lord Selkirk’s ordeis, from the I3:h of 
August to the Llth day of October, 1816, during all which time I was in a state oi inch- ie y . 4 n 
actual derangement of mind, did by the persuasion of Lord Selkirk and his agents, sign certa 
papers and instruments of writing, purporting to be a snip of goods, p teks of furs, vessel on the 
Stocks, an indenture of agreement to leave to aibitraiioa certain disputes and differences be¬ 
tween his Lordship and the North-West Company, and a letter to the interior, stating that the 
North-West Company were mined, &c. 8to all which papers were dictated by bis Lordship 
and his agents. Therefore, from the causes above, the dread of a long imprisonment, and in 
hopes of obtaining my liberty. 1 did sign the said papei s. alfho’ unauthorised so to do. 

Therefore, f do by these presents, now that I have my liberty, solemnly protest against all. 
acts done by me as aforesaid, during the period above stated In witness whereof I have sign¬ 
ed and sealed these presents, at Drummond’s Island, this 11th day of November, A. D. 1816. 

DANIEL M’KENZlfe. 

Signed and sealeddn presence of J Grant, Notary } 

Public, D. >'iiTcafiLL,i J. P. Western District. V 
Wat, Smith. S 



